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Important Answers about the

CAUV PROGRAM
The Save Open Spaces amendment to Ohio’s Constitution was passed by the greatest plurality of any
amendment put before Ohio’s voters up to that time. The amendment created the Current Agricultural Use
Value (CAUV) program. The amendment’s goal was two‐fold: preserve farmland and open spaces and ensure
that land used for commercial agricultural production was valued and taxed based on capitalizing the land’s
expected net farm income rather than on its current market value, thereby protecting commercial agricultural
producers from inflated market values caused by land developers and speculators.
The Ohio Administrative Code 5703‐25‐30 and the Ohio Revised Code 5713.30 require the County Auditor to
perform compliance inspections of land enrolled in the CAUV program. The inspection program ensures that
only land currently being used for commercial agricultural production is enrolled in this tax‐reduction program,
thus ensuring the program’s integrity.
What kind of property may apply for the CAUV program? A commercial agricultural producer whose
property is devoted exclusively to commercial agricultural use, as defined in the Ohio Revised Code, may apply
for the CAUV program.
How does a property qualify for the CAUV program?
1. There must be at least 10 acres of “land devoted exclusively to agricultural use” (Ohio Revised Code
5713.30 and Ohio Administrative Code 5703‐25‐30). If the property has fewer than 10 acres, those acres
must provide a proven gross income of at least $2,500 per year for the most recent three years.
2. Land uses which the State of Ohio consider as commercial agricultural are: farming, ranching,
apiculture, aquaculture, horticulture, viticulture, animal husbandry (including the care and raising of
livestock, equine, and fur‐bearing animals), poultry husbandry and the production of poultry and
poultry products, dairy production, the production of field crops, tobacco, fruits, vegetables, nursery
stock, ornamental shrubs and tress, flowers, sod or mushrooms, and timber (in some cases). (Source:
Ohio Revised Code 5713.30 (A)(1).)
Also, “Land which qualified for payment or other compensation under a land retirement or
conservation program under an agreement with an agency of the federal government” may also qualify
for the program. (Source: Ohio Revised Code 5713.30 (A)(1).)
3. New and renewal CAUV applications are accepted between the first Monday in January and the first
Monday in March. New applications require a $25 fee payable to the County Auditor.
4. The County Auditor inspects the property to ensure the use(s) qualifies for the reduction.
5. The County Auditor notifies the property owner whether or not the land qualifies for the reduction.
If only part of an agricultural property is used for agricultural production, is the whole property eligible for
the CAUV program? Any part of a commercial agricultural property not used for a commercial agricultural
use is ineligible for inclusion in the CAUV program
Are the buildings on a CAUV‐enrolled property included in the tax reduction ? Only land devoted to
commercial agricultural use is included in the tax reduction. The value of a one‐acre homesite, and the value of
all buildings on the property, is calculated based on current market value.

How is the land’s CAUV value calculated? The State of Ohio uses several criteria in calculating CAUV land
values. In extremely simplistic terms these include:
1. The land’s capability class, as shown on the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service soil maps.
2. The soil productivity index for that property’s soils as published in The Ohio State University’s
Cooperative Extension Service Ohio Soils with Yield Data and Productivity Index Bulletin.
3. The land’s slope, erosion, and drainage as published in the County’s soil survey. Then,
4. Seven year average prices for four crops (corn, soybeans, wheat and hay) are applied to crop yields for
each soil type to obtain an average gross income.
5. Basic costs are deducted from the gross receipts.
6. The net return is divided by a calculated capitalization rate.
Where can I find a copy of the soil types and rate comparison? The last page of this information sheet includes
the soil types in Fulton County with per acre rates for years 1999 thru 2008.
Who develops the CAUV land values? Each year an agricultural advisory committee meets to advise the tax
commissioner on economic, technological and other current developments that might be considered in the
determination of agricultural land values. The committee reviews “the various factors considered in arriving at
agricultural use land values” and evaluates “new developments in order to make a recommendation to the
commissioner” to be used in valuing agricultural use land for the next tax year. (Source: Ohio Administrative
Code 5703‐25‐30.)
Who serves on the agricultural advisory committee? The membership of the committee is, by law, composed
of “a representative from such farm related organizations and public agencies having knowledge in this
[agricultural] field as may be designated by the commissioner. . . The appointment to and service on the
agricultural advisory committee will be voluntary and there will be no reimbursement. . . for any expenses.”
(Source: Ohio Administrative Code 5703‐25‐30.)
Committee members include the Farm Bureau, Ohio Grange, OSU Cooperative Extension Service (Agronomy &
Agricultural Economics), Natural Resources Conservation Service, Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of
Soil & Water Conservation, Ohio Farmers Union, Ohio Society of Farm Managers & Rural Appraisers, and others.
Is there an opportunity to discuss the valuation formula’s creation? The agricultural advisory committee
meets in October to discuss possible changes and adjustments in rates. In February an open meeting is held to
officially adopt the rates for the current year. Both meetings are open to the public. Ask your County Auditor
or Farm Bureau representative for the dates and locations of the meetings.
Where can I find more information about the Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) program? You can
find more information about Ohio’s CAUV program by talking with your County Auditor
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