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FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT

Friends of Fulton County
We would like to take this opportunity to share the great things happening
at the Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities. In 2019, we
completed the third year of a three-year plan and developed a new threeyear plan, which began at the beginning of 2020.
We are excited to say that 2019 found us observing many of the goals we set come to fruition
and seeing others that we look forward to developing further during the next three years. We
empowered families and individuals through coaching by our early intervention staff and person
centered planning with our service and support administrators. We continued to assist the
Come Together Self-Advocate group as they developed those skills needed to be a part of their
community. We collaborated with many as we supported those with developmental disabilities in
our county and worked hard to support others who were providing services in Fulton County.
In 2019, we increased our focus on the transitions that the individuals we support go through.
Beginning with the transition from early intervention to preschool, to the transition to educational
services at our local schools, and through that naturally occurring transition when young adults
leave school to move into the adult world. We are pleased to say that while working with
individuals and their families, schools and our community partners that we continued to find new
and improved ways to support these many transitions in each person’s life.
As we look forward to 2020, we plan to continue, through our many community partnerships, to
support those with developmental disabilities, during all of the transitions in their lives.
Transitions in life can offer opportunities for discovery provided we are open to random encounters
and serendipitous events. …..Robbie Shell

Beth Friess

Superintendent

2019 Board Members

The Board is comprised of seven volunteer members. Five Board
members are appointed by the Fulton County Commissioners and
two are appointed by the county’s Probate Court Judge.

Mission Statement

To support people with disabilities and their families.

Mike Oricko,
President

Shirley Colon,
Vice President

Lynlee Reinking,
Secretary

Cheryl Geisler

Britney Ward

Sam Denn

Core Values

• Integrity
• Accountability
• Teamwork
• Respect
• Fiscal Responsibility
Adam Cook

EARLY INTERVENTION
The Fulton County Board of
Developmental Disabilities Early
Intervention (EI) program supports
parents and caregivers in their efforts
to enhance the development of their
infant or toddler who has delays or
developmental disabilities.
Services are provided in the home
or in the community by a team of EI
professionals that coach and support
the family and the child’s development
during everyday activities. Our EI
team includes service coordinators,
a physical therapist, an occupational
therapist, a speech language
pathologist, developmental specialists
and a registered nurse.

123

Referrals
Received

128

Families
Received
Services

Fo l l ow us on

86 Children Exited in 2019
•
•
•
•

33 Moved onto Preschool Services
20 Completed the Program at Age 3 or Before
10 Moved Out of Fulton County
23 No Longer Interested in Services

Community Playgroups
Playgroups are available for our Early Intervention families as well as other young
children in the community. We welcome all children birth to three years of age
to join us. This is a great opportunity for everyone to build language, motor, and
social skills.
Throughout the year, our playgroup travels to various locations in Fulton County.
The time together provides children with social opportunities in different
environments. If you would like to join us, visit our website or facebook page for
more details.

Vison & Hearing in

Early Intervention
Debbie Rupp, EI Service Coordinator

Did you know that all children enrolled in Early Intervention work with a Primary
Service Provider also known as a PSP? A PSP is selected for a family based on the
child’s individual needs. The PSP can be a Developmental Specialist, an Occupational
Therapist, a Physical Therapist, or a Speech Therapist.
However, there may be times when a child’s
unique needs call for further assistance. In
Fulton County, we also have an Audiologist
and a Teacher for the Visually Impaired
available to support our EI children and their caregivers.
These low incident (less frequent area of delay) specialists work with children that
have an identified visual impairment or an identified hearing loss. The Teacher for the
Visually Impaired comes to us from the Ohio State School for the Blind. Her name is
Lori Board and she visits with families in their home along with the PSP. Lori states,
“Because approximately 80% of a child’s learning occurs through vision, it affects
every aspect of development. As a part of the (EI) core team, I collaborate with other
specialists to coach families on ways to stimulate visual development and determine
their child’s best learning modes so that they may better access their environment and maximize learning potential.”
Kelly Sylvester is the Audiologist we work with and she comes to us through Akron Children’s Hospital. Kelly provides her
services via technology through a virtual home visit. The PSP brings an iPad to the
family’s home and Kelly “beams” into the family’s living room on the iPad screen.
Kelly states, “Hearing loss can affect a child’s ability to develop speech, language,
and social skills. Early Intervention hearing
services provide families with education
about their child’s hearing levels as well as
understanding their child’s hearing technology,
how to troubleshoot the technology, and ways
to keep it on their tiny ears.”
Both Kelly and Lori attend a monthly team
meeting with the EI staff to coach and provide
education for all the children enrolled in Early
Intervention. In 2019, Lori served five children in the vision program, and Kelly served
four children in the hearing program.

MORE INFORMATION
For ongoing up-to-date information about early childhood development and early intervention, follow
the Northwest Ohio Early Intervention Facebook page at www.facebook.com/NWOEI.
In addition, information on developmental screenings for young children can be
found on the Northwest Ohio Early Childhood Development Screenings Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/earlychildhoodohio.
Following these pages will keep you current on happenings in our four county area!

SERVICE & SUPPORT ADMINISTRATION

8 SSA’s
served over 260
individuals and
families

33 individuals
are employed
at jobs in the
community

SSA’s worked with
agency providers and
independent providers
who provided more
than 100 individuals
with residential services
in their homes in the
community.

WAIVERS (as of 12/31/2019)

Individual Options (IO)

71

Level 1

48

SELF

5

115
individuals
benefitted from
the Family Support
Services Program

2019 Sibshop

Our Service and
Support Administration
Department is available 24
hours a day, 7 days a week,
to respond to emergencies
that happen outside of
regular office hours.

A Beautiful Soul is Never Forgotten
The Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities wishes to extend condolences to the families of these
individuals who passed away in 2019. Thank you for allowing us to be a part of their lives.

George Bittinger, 83, loved farms and
tractors and one of his favorite places to
visit was Oak Openings. George enjoyed
playing games and visiting with people.
George was a fun loving guy who liked
to joke around with others. Church and
the Bible were also very important to
George.

Kari Bloomer, 48, loved participating in the
chapel services at Fairlawn and was also
busy socializing with all the other residents
there. Kari was almost always smiling, loved
to laugh and was a true JOY to be around.
Kari had a loving family who she enjoyed
spending time with and was especially
proud to be an Aunt to many nieces and
nephews. Kari had a very strong faith and
loved to share her faith with others.

Luke Mason, 4, although he lived a
very short life here on earth, touched
many other lives. Besides his loving
family, Luke also loved Paw Patrol, P.J.
Mask, and Mickey Mouse. Luke was a
special little boy who was loved by all
who knew him.

Joyce Perkins, 61, lived in Wauseon and
was a social butterfly! She was involved
at Triangular Processing and running
the shredder was her favorite job. Joyce
was a people person and enjoyed having
many friends. She especially loved going
out to eat and shopping with her friends.
She had a strong faith and was a long
time member of Haven Heights Baptist
Church.

Roxanne Scott, 45, lived in Wauseon
and was involved with Sunshine’s Day
Program. Roxanne loved talking about
“sissy” and visits with her family. She also
was a Michigan fan and loved horses.
Roxanne always had a twinkle in her eye
and a sweet smile for anyone who she
came in contact with; especially men!

Tom Zimmerman, 71, was from the
Fayette area though later moved to
Archbold. He worked at Peters Stamping
and also Fairlawn Haven Nursing Home
for many years prior to retiring. Tom
enjoyed camping and loved to play
horseshoes. He liked riding his moped
around and also enjoyed belonging to
the Jaycee’s in Fayette.

“At the end of life what really matters, is not what we bought but what we built, not what we got but what we shared,
not our competence but our characters and not our success, but our significance. Live a life that matters. Live a life of love.”
–Author Unknown

Transition P lanning

in Fulton County
Leann Swingle-Spears, SSA

Beaux Barrett is an unforgettable young man. He is charismatic, fun and
a very hard worker. He loves having the opportunity to make money to do
the things that matter most to him. Beaux likes that he can use the money
that he earned to visit Kaitlyn’s Cottage, his ‘paradise on earth’ as he calls
it!
Over the past year, the SSA staff at the Board of DD were able to put a
greater focus on the transition from school-aged to adulthood. They have
become very involved in the Northwest Ohio Transition to Adulthood
Meetings which have provided them with valuable resources to assist
them as they provide support to individuals in this group including Beaux.
Beaux is a senior at New Horizons Academy located in Wauseon. Beaux,
his family, and New Horizons, through their partnership with Opportunity
for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD), worked together to make it possible
for Beaux to explore employment possibilities. They assisted him in building a transition plan for post-graduation,
focusing on his strengths. Beaux began to explore community employment, working in what began as a nonpermanent job setting at the Archbold McDonald’s. He continued work with his job coach through Partners in
Employment (PIE) to become successful working weekends at that location.
Through communication, team meetings, and a lot of hard work by Beaux, the decision was made to increase his
hours with the plan that this might become a permanent job for Beaux after he graduates. We are excited to be
able to help Beaux earn his own money so that he can spend more time at his paradise on earth!

Thank you

St. Caspar's Knights of Columbus

for your continued support of people with developmental disabilities in Fulton County

SUPPORTING OUR PROVIDERS

Operating Expenditures and Revenue
2019 expenditures - $3,798,361
Contract Services
5%

Other Direct Service
3%

Administrative
10%
Building & Grounds
4%

Medicaid Match
35%

Early Childhood
21%

Contracted Adult
Services Day &
Transportation
1%

Capital Expenses
5%

Service & Support
16%

2019 revenues - $5,395,494
Ohio Dept. DD
2%

Federal Revenue
19%

Other Local
8%

Local Levy
71%

Fulton County Special Olympics
In 2019, 120 Jaguars participated in ten sports including 12 athletes who were either first time
athletes or returning athletes. Athletes participated in the following sports: basketball, softball,
swimming, volleyball, bowling, golf, soccer, cheer squad, flag football, and track and field.

EMERGENCIES
FCBDD provides 24-hour on-call services for
the purpose of addressing crisis or emergency
situations. The individual’s Service & Support
Administrator (SSA) will address any crisis
or emergency situation that occurs during
normal work hours. However, when a crisis or
an emergency situation occurs after 4:00 p.m.
on weekdays or on weekends, “A Renewed
Mind” should be contacted at 1-800-468-4357.
Assistance is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. A Renewed Mind will contact the Board’s
on-call staff.
Note: An emergency is defined as any
situation that may threaten the life or
well-being of an individual with DD.
Examples of emergencies include: the
death of an individual or their primary
caregiver; serious injury or illness (that
requires hospitalization) to an individual
or their primary caregiver; sudden
homelessness of an individual with DD;
the involvement of an individual with DD
with law enforcement officials, or alleged
abuse or neglect.

Other Important Information
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities
www.dodd.ohio.gov
800-617-6733
Provider Search Tool
http://providersearch.dodd.ohio.gov
Report Abuse or Neglect
1-866-313-6733
Report Fraud related to DD Services
614-466-6670
or email reportfraud@dodd.ohio.gov

Administrative
Resolution of Complaints
All individuals who receive or apply for services
from the FCBDD are entitled to have their
complaints heard and responded to in accordance
with the FCBDD Administrative Resolution of
Complaints policy. This policy is available to
anyone interested, upon request.
To request a copy of this policy, or any other
Board policy or procedure, contact us by calling
419-337-4575 or by visiting us at 1210 N. Ottokee
Street in Wauseon.

Rights of Persons with DD
FCBDD is required to annually provide each of
the individuals it serves with a copy of the Rights
of Persons with DD. This is typically done at each
individual’s annual planning meeting. A copy of
the Bill of Rights is available to any interested
person upon request.
To request a copy of the Rights, contact us by
calling 419-337-4575 or by visiting us at 1210 N.
Ottokee Street in Wauseon.

Abuse or Neglect
Major Unusual Incident
FCBDD is required by state law to investigate
any instance of alleged or suspected abuse or
neglect, misappropriation of personal funds, and
other incidents defined by the Ohio Department
of DD as Major Unusual Incidents (MUIs). MUI
investigations are conducted by contracted
Investigative Agents. Children services and/or law
enforcement officials are involved as appropriate.
All FCBDD staff and board members are required
to report any observed, reported, or suspected
instances of abuse or neglect, or violation of
human rights.
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More 2019 Highlights

