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FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT

Friends of Fulton County
Each year, we set goals for what we want to accomplish here at the Fulton County

Board of DD. In 2018, many of our goals focused on communication. In March, we
rolled out our new logo along with a new look for our website through the county.
We also worked hard to increase our social media presence to share more with the
community.
We spent time this past year insuring that new information made its way to individuals, families, and
providers. We held provider collaboration breakfasts every other month. We provided forums for families on
the changes to the waiting list and on supported decision making. We held talks about technology about how
technology can be used to support individuals in being more independent.
Our self-advocacy group, Come Together, continued to grow and develop. This past year, they had several
guest speakers, held a couple of fundraisers as well as gave back through collections for local food pantries.
The early intervention staff continued providing services in homes and the community as well as hosted
monthly playgroups in the community.
In June, we completed a successful accreditation review. We were glad that we were able to share the good
things we are doing with the state team and found that the process encouraged us to look at ourselves and as
a result, we updated some of our internal procedures.
As we move forward into 2019, we have made new goals for growth at the Fulton County Board of DD. To
quote Benjamin Franklin, “without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement,
and success have no meaning”.

Beth Friess

Superintendent

Successful Accreditation
In June, staff from the Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities visited Fulton County and
completed a comprehensive review of all aspects of
our services and programs including Early Intervention,
Service and Support Administration (SSA), behavior
support, staff training and certification. After a lot of
hard work by the staff, we were happy to receive a
three-year accreditation award.

In September 2018, a new waiting list rule for home
and community waiver services became effective.
This followed the efforts of a diverse group who came
together to “Fix the List”. The old rule had been in place
for many years and no longer truly reflected those who
had current needs, waiting to be met.
With the changes to the rule, the SSA’s are required
to assess each person who was on the list as of
September 1, 2018, to determine if that person has
a current need. As of February, about 40% of the
assessments were completed, with the rest to
be completed by the end of 2019.

EARLY INTERVENTION
The Fulton County Board of Developmental
Disabilities EI program supports parents and
caregivers in their efforts to enhance the
development of their infant or toddler who has
delays or developmental disabilities.
Services are provided in the home or the
community by a team of EI professionals that
coach and support the family and the child’s
development during everyday activities. Our EI
team includes service coordinators, a physical
therapist, an occupational therapist, a speech
language pathologist, developmental specialists
and a registered nurse.

125

Referrals
Received

130

Evaluations &
Assessments
Conducted

MORE INFORMATION

For ongoing up-to-date information about early
childhood development and early intervention,
follow the Northwest Ohio Early Intervention
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/NWOEI.
Information on developmental screenings for young
children, can be found on the Northwest Ohio Early
Childhood Development Screenings Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/earlychildhoodohio.
Following these pages
will keep you current
on happenings in the
four county area!

114

Families
Received
Services

Community Playgroups
Our playgroups are offered to our Early Intervention families as
well as children in the community. We welcome children birth
to three years of age to join us. This is a great opportunity for
everyone to build language, motor, and social skills.
Throughout the year, our playgroup travels to various locations
in Fulton County. In 2018, we hosted 11 playgroups at different
locations within the county. Those groups provide children with
social opportunities in
different environments.
If you would like to join
us, visit our website or
facebook page for more
details.

Connecting Families
THRU

Social Media

Cheryl Kohls, Developmental Specialist

Social media provides an avenue for staying in touch with people. However, with that we can sometimes
lose the connection to others on a deeper level; to find the time to have meaningful and lasting experiences
and friendships. For the past few years, several local families have bridged this gap, utilizing social media
to meet and create a community support group. The Tribe 21 group uses social media sites to connect with
other families sharing the similar experience of raising young children with Trisomy 21 (Down Syndrome). The
families come from several local counties and meet in member’s homes or the community. They meet regularly,
planning fun activities and enjoying each other’s company and friendship.
“These
moms brought
me a basket of gifts
when my baby was in the
hospital, letting me know I wasn't
alone and my life wasn't over. With
playdates, shared experiences, and
lots of support, they have continued
to be a source of friendship,
encouragement, and fun as we
walk this journey of Trisomy 21/
Down Syndrome together.”

“Our
group we have
formed is absolutely
amazing! The love and support
everyone shows is more than
we have ever imagined we would
experience in life!! We first met these so
called strangers and now it's crazy how we
feel more like they have been our friends
forever! We sure love Mika having a little
extra! He is just down right perfect and
completes our family!!”

“Our
t21Tribe is proud
--Jenna & Andy Beaverson
to share our support with
any families traveling this path.
We try to meet every few months
to celebrate our kiddos and their
milestones. Our group has experience
with a wide range of medical complexities
including open heart surgery and feeding
tubes. The beauty of Down syndrome
has brought us together and we hope
to continue to spread a message of
kindness and inclusion for many
years to come.”
-- Monica Atkinson

“When
our daughter
was born, we didn’t know
anyone with a young child with
DS. Now we are blessed to call
about 15 other families our friends!
Our paths would likely not have crossed
if not for our kids’ extra chromosomes.
It is comforting to know that Hallie
already has buddies she will grow with
and we, as parents, also have our
T21 tribe to lean on for advice,
encouragement, and support.”
--Shania Proudfoot

--Kimberly Wyse

SERVICE & SUPPORT ADMINISTRATION

38 individuals
are employed
at jobs in the
community

SSA’s
served over 250
individuals and
families
115
individuals
benefitted from
the Family Support
Services Program

We worked with
agency providers and
independent providers
who provided 104
individuals with
residential services in
their homes and the
community.

2018
Sibshop

WAIVERS (as of 12/31/2018)

Individual Options (IO)

71

Level 1

50

SELF

4

Our Service and
Support Administration
Department is available 24
hours a day, 7 days a week,
to respond to emergencies
that happen outside of
regular office hours.

SUPPORTING OUR PROVIDERS

Providers of adult services play an integral role in making a difference and assisting individuals reach their full potential.
This is why the Fulton County Board’s SSA Department believes that supporting providers is essential. The SSA
Department hosts provider collaborative breakfasts with residential, day and independent providers every other month.
These gatherings give providers and SSA’s a chance to talk about what is going on in Fulton County as well as what is
new around the state. In 2018, discussion topics included the provider staffing shortage, rule changes, person centered
planning, navigating the provider certification process, technology and the path to employment. Most importantly, the
provider collaboration breakfasts give providers and SSA’s a chance to share success stories and provide an open format to
brainstorm on daily challenges. In 2018, we hosted a provider job fair and participated in a regional provider recognition
event hosted by NOWAC. We believe these activities lead to increased communication, positive relationships and help us
work together to improve the lives of the individuals we support.

A Beautiful Soul is Never Forgotten

Clayton Clingaman was a 10-year-old
who was content with life and loved
others unconditionally. He enjoyed
watching the OSU Buckeyes and also
loved being read to by family and
friends. Clayton’s sweet smile and
infectious joy will be missed.

Martha Wyse, 80, was a resident of
Fairlawn Haven Nursing Home. Prior to
retiring, Martha was proud of working
for many, many years at Quadco
Rehabilitation Center. In her retirement
years, Martha enjoyed being involved
in the choir at Fairlawn, participating
in chapel services and many other
leisure activities. Martha’s family was
especially important to her.

James Thompson was almost 95
years old when he passed away. Jim
had a very strong work ethic and
his best days were when he could
come to programming and work on
cutting his coupons. Jim also enjoyed
singing, listening to hymns and playing
Bingo. Jim lived at Fulton Manor and
attended Triangular Processing.

Matt DeVelbiss, 52, was a happy
go lucky person. He was happiest
spending time with friends and family,
helping others and being outdoors.
He especially loved relaxing on his
backyard swing and riding with his
sister in her yellow truck. Matt lived
with his sister Connie and brotherin-law Floyd. Matt attended Quadco
Rehabilitation Center.

Juan Suarez was just 28 when he
unexpectedly passed away. Juan
was a very social person who loved
being around others and always had
a smile on his face. Juan was never
seen without a ball in his hand and
loved attending sports of all kinds.
He enjoyed being a part of the Fulton
County Special Olympics soccer team.

The Fulton County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
wishes to extend condolences
to the families of these
individuals who passed away in
2018. Thank you for allowing
us to be a part of their lives.

2018 Board Members

The Board is comprised of seven volunteer members. Five Board
members are appointed by the Fulton County Commissioners and
two are appointed by the county’s Probate Court Judge.

Mission Statement

To support people with disabilities and their families.

Mike Oricko,
President

Shirley Colon,
Vice President

Diana Mundhenk,
Secretary

Cheryl Geisler

Mark Shadbolt

Lynlee Reinking

Core Values

• Integrity
• Accountability
• Teamwork
• Respect
• Fiscal Responsibility
Adam Cook

Special Olympics
In 2018, 125 Jaguars participated in nine sports including 12 athletes who were either first time athletes or returning
athletes. Athletes participated in the following sports: basketball, softball, swimming, volleyball, bowling, golf, soccer,
cheer squad, track and field.
In addition to their sporting events, the Jaguars also enjoyed being a part of their community. The basketball teams and
cheer squads were invited to play during half time at boys’ basketball games at Archbold, Delta and Wauseon schools.
During the basketball season, the annual Homecoming game and dance were held. This event has been sponsored for many
years by the Archbold Student Council. Last summer, the Delta HS Cheerleaders partnered with the Jaguar Cheer Squad to
participate at a competition in Holgate. The unified squad placed 1st and this created a lasting bond between the Jaguars
and Panthers!
The Jaguars participated the Delta Chicken Festival and Wauseon Homecoming parades during the summer. They also spent
a day at Growing Hope Farm in Swanton and had a great time at “Rec Day” at a Toledo Mud Hens game.
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While the Board of DD provides funding for staffing for Special Olympics, in order to buy or replace equipment, pay
tournament fees and meet other expenses, the Jaguars do a lot of fundraising throughout the year. We are grateful to the
many donors, including business and individual sponsors, as well as to the Delta Eagles for their fundraising event. We also
appreciate all who assisted the athletes with their support through the T-shirt, poinsettia and mum sales that were held last
year. A special thanks goes to the St. Caspar’s Knights of Columbus who again hosted our annual Sports Banquet in the fall.

1st place
Volleyball Team
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18 athletes
18 medals

10 athletes
9 medals

Creating

ART

Pam Seiler, SSA

Mary Cole is a young lady who lives with her family in Swanton. She moved to
Swanton, from Waterville, shortly after graduating from high school. Mary, her
mom and Pam Seiler, SSA, toured area day service providers and she chose to go
to Filling Home’s Soaring Arts studio in Napoleon as Mary has a knack for creating
beautiful artwork.
In May of 2016, Mary began spending her days there. Staff at Soaring Arts say
Mary is “exceptional” when describing Mary’s ability to create beautiful artwork.
Mary’s mom, Laura, shared that Soaring Arts has been a lifesaver for Mary, saying
that “she is more integrated than I am!”. Laura says that Mary loves to go to the
studio to create and is very upset on days that she is not able to go, such as closings due to bad weather.
On January 6th of this year,
Soaring Arts held an opening reception for Mary’s solo
art exhibit. The exhibit ran
the entire month of January
and was hosted by the Henry
County Arts Council. Soaring
Arts staff said that “it was a wonderful reception that was
well attended by friends, family, and her art fans!” Mary
shared that she loved getting flowers from those that came
to view her artwork. She is very humble when talking about
the huge success of the month long art exhibit. When asked
about creating such beautiful pieces of art, Mary simply
states “(I) just draw it.”

Mary designed her “My
Owls” T-shirt which was
sold through Soaring Arts.
The shirts sold out very
quickly, and still today,
occasional customers come
into the studio looking for
“the shirts”.

Mary and her friends at Soaring
Arts designed labels for beer
cans that are sold at Flatrock
Brewery, Brew Pub and Distillery
in Napoleon.

Coming Together

to support one another

-Brittany Mason, Self-Advocate

The Fulton County Board of DD Advocacy Group is called “Come Together”. The group voted and
adopted the name at one of our beginning meetings. We had considered and discussed a series
of names. I thought of the name when I was talking with my Mom. It is a great song by the
Beatles and who can go wrong with the Beatles? It represented the heart of what the advocacy group was
promoting...Coming Together to support one another to make our voice’s louder. Come Together also decided to not have a
president and officers. We agreed that it works better for us to all be responsible for sharing ideas and voting on them as
a group. The newest Logo which I designed, was also voted on and adopted by our group. We wanted a simple design that
symbolized gathering together in friendship and acceptance.

Self defense training

Our self-advocacy group was very busy in 2018. We meet about every
other month. We are also part of a regional group that meets quarterly.
At the regional meeting we get to hear what other advocacy groups are
doing and share ideas. We adopted the new “logo” and sold shirts with
our new logo. At our June meeting, we were taught about self-defense.
In August, we learned some basic first aid skills. This year myself
and another group member participated in a two-day area Project Stir
training on leadership in Defiance. They were a very loud and energetic
group of people with many ideas. This opportunity gave us many
resources to share with our group members. We plan to start to review
these resources at future meetings with our members.

Members at
Project STIR

Come Together also accomplished two “jar” fundraisers. The first was around Valentine foods such as
“love soup” while the second was layered cookies, just in time for holiday gift giving. The group put together twice as many
jars in December 2018 as in February 2018. The fundraisers were agreed to be used for group outings. Our first outing is
planned for May 2019 where we voted to go to Sauder’s Village in Archbold Ohio.
We were excited by our 3rd annual marshmallow snowball fight and hot chocolate. We brought canned goods to donate to
the food pantry.
When asked, “what is one thing I would want people to know about Come Together?” I want our community members to
know that Come Together is dedicated to building confidence by using our voices while also making friends and having fun.

Assembling fundraising jars

Pumpkin decorating
Members attended meeting and
learned about first aid

Operating Expenditures and Revenue
2018 expenditures - $3,634,515

Other Direct Service
2%

Contract Services
5%

Administrative
12%
Building & Grounds
4%

Medicaid Match
39%

Early Childhood
19%

Capital Expenses
1%

Contracted Adult
Services Day &
Transportation
1%
Service & Support
17%

2018 revenues - $4,826,462
Ohio Dept. DD
3%

Federal Revenue
13%

Other Local
13%

Local Levy
71%

EMERGENCIES
FCBDD provides 24-hour on-call services for
the purpose of addressing crisis or emergency
situations. The individual’s Service & Support
Administrator will address any crisis or
emergency situation that occurs during normal
work hours. However, when a crisis or an
emergency situation occurs after 4:00 p.m.
on weekdays or on weekends, “A Renewed
Mind” should be contacted at 1-800-468-4357.
Assistance is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. A Renewed Mind will contact the Board’s
on-call staff.
Note: An emergency is defined as any
situation that may threaten the life or
well-being of an individual with DD. Examples of emergencies include: the death
of an individual or their primary caregiver; serious injury or illness (that requires
hospitalization) to an individual or their
primary caregiver; sudden homelessness
of an individual with DD; the involvement of an individual with DD with law
enforcement officials, or alleged abuse or
neglect.

Other Important Information
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities
www.dodd.ohio.gov
800-617-6733
Provider Search Tool
http://providersearch.dodd.ohio.gov/
Report Abuse or Neglect
800-617-6733
Report Medicaid Fraud
800-282-0515

Administrative
Resolution of Complaints
All individuals who receive or apply for services
from the FCBDD are entitled to have their complaints heard and responded to in accordance
with the FCBDD Administrative Resolution of
Complaints policy. This policy is available to anyone interested, upon request.
To request a copy of this policy, or any other
Board policy or procedure, contact us by calling
419-337-4575 or by visiting us at 1210 N. Ottokee
Street in Wauseon.

Rights of Persons with DD
FCBDD is required to annually provide each of
the individuals it serves with a copy of the Rights
of Persons with DD. This is typically done at each
individual’s annual planning meeting. A copy of
the Bill of Rights is available to any interested
person upon request.
To request a copy of the Rights, contact us by
calling 419-337-4575 or by visiting us at 1210 N.
Ottokee Street in Wauseon.

Abuse or Neglect
Major Unusual Incident
FCBDD is required by state law to investigate
any instance of alleged or suspected abuse or
neglect, misappropriation of personal funds,
and other incidents defined by the Ohio Department of DD as Major Unusual Incidents (MUIs).
MUI investigations are conducted by contracted
Investigative Agents. Children services and/or law
enforcement officials are involved as appropriate.
All FCBDD staff are required to report any observed, reported, or suspected instances of abuse
or neglect, or violation of human rights.
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C ommunit y O utreach Highlight

Support from Knights of Columbus

Community
Playgroup

Painting Class

Staff Food Drive

Red Nose Day

Spectrum Fest

Serving Lunch NOCAC
Summer Food Program

Fulton County Fair

Annual Family Picnic

Bike-a-Thon

JFS Family
Fun Day

